GETTING MARRIED IN SALEM

Salem is a unique city for your very special event. Venues
and settings range from historic to traditional to contempo-
rary. Local hotels and inns are within walking distance of
downtown venues, or trolleys can be rented to easily move
your wedding party or guests from place to place.

Beautiful Settings

Have your wedding portraits taken with a lighthouse, tall
ship, or historic architecture in the background. Plan an out-
door ceremony on Salem Common, where the first muster of
the National Guard happened, or in front of the mansion that
inspired Nathaniel Hawthorne. Dance the night away in the
sweeping atrium of the Peabody Essex Museum.

Location

Just 15 miles north of Boston, Salem is located on the Mas-
sachusetts coast 45 minutes from Logan Airport by car and
30 minutes from Boston’s North Station by MBTA Commuter
Rail train.

Accommodations

Block rooms for your guests at the historic Hawthorne Hotel
or The Salem Inn, or at the contemporary Salem Waterfront
Hotel & Suites, or rent one of the smaller inns like the Henry
Derby House or The Merchant. Additional accommodations
can be found within a 15-20 minute drive from Salem.

Complete listings of accommodations can be found at
Salem.org.
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PLANNING AN OCTOBER WEDDING

October is the peak of tourist season in Salem. Halloween
festivities welcome thousands of visitors to the city. Here are
some considerations to keep in mind while planning your
ceremony in October. Contact Destination Salem or any of
the vendors listed here for information on navigating this fun
time of year.

Travel & Parking

Allow extra time to travel to and from Salem and park, and be
aware that parking lots and garages fill up early in the day,
especially during October weekends.

Weekend street activities affect pedestrian and automobile
flow throughout downtown, especially on Essex, Washington,
and Derby Streets and Hawthorne Boulevard.

The first Thursday evening of October, downtown streets are
closed for the Haunted Happenings parade.

On Columbus Day Weekend, a street fair on Essex Street
happens. The street from the pedestrian mall to the Salem
Common area is closed for the weekend.

Amplified Noise

Street performers may be performing with music or
amplified sound in specified downtown districts. Check with
Destination Salem or your venue to determine if your event
will be affected.

Photography in Public Spaces

Salem will be busy with costumed visitors which can
enhance or interfere with outdoor photography, depending
on your perspective.

Accommodations

Salem is home to several hotels and inns and it is advisable
to book months in advance for reservations in October, as
well as during the summer months.

Vendors

Ensure your vendors are aware that travel, loading
and unioading may take longer than usual.

INFORMATION

Whenever you choose to get married in Salem
Destination Salem is happy to help!
In addition to the information on
Salem.org, Visitor Guides are
available in any quantity for
your guests. Contact us at
(978) 741-3252 or
info@salem.org.

Still making history.
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